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[READ:  John 20: 1-18]

In this last year I happened upon a story told by a time-management
consultant to a group of high-powered over-achievers.  In it, he demonstrates
by pulling out a one-gallon, wide-mouthed mason jar and sets it on the
lecture table.

He then produced a dozen fist-sized rocks and carefully placed them in the
jar.  When the jar had been filled to the top and no more rocks would fit in,
he asked, “Is this far full?”  Everyone in the class replied “yes”!  And
he said, “Really?”  

He reached under the table and pulled out a bucket of gravel, which he dumped
into the jar.  He then shook the jar about so the gravel would settle into
the spaces.  Then he said, “Is the jar full now?”  Our smart over-achievers
replied “probably not!”

“Good!”, he replied.  Once again he reached under the table and brought out
a bucket of fine sand.  Then – you guessed it – he shook the sand into the
jar and filled even more subtle spaces.  Once more he asked the class, “Is
the jar full now?”  “NO”, the class shouted.  “Good!”, he said.

Then he grabbed a pitcher of water and poured it in until the far was filled
to the brim.  He then looked up at the class and said, “What is the point of
this illustration?”  Our eager beaver raised his hand and said, “The point
is, no matter how full your schedule is, if you try really hard, you can
always fit some more things into it!”

“NO!” the consultant replied.  “The illustration teaches us, “if you
don't put the big rocks in first, you'll never get them in at all!”

What are the big rocks in your life?  
Time with a loved one?
Your faith?
Your education?
A cause?
Your health?
Teaching and mentoring others?

Remember to put these BIG ROCKS in first, or you'll never get them in at all!

St. Paul once said of the Christian religion:  “If Jesus is not risen from
the dead, then we are the most miserable of all creatures.”



What did he mean?

He meant that for Christians, Easter is the BIGGEST rock!

The Christian ethic / or what people so often call Christian living – living
a Christian life – is built upon certain rocks, and if those rocks are
removed, the house crumbles.  It teaches me over and over again that they are
the foundation rocks:

The tablets = Standards
The rainbow = With God, EVERYTHING is possible
The manger = The dignifying of human life
The loaves and fishes = Whatever we have is enough and God, by 

amazing grace, makes it enough!
The empty cross = When we lose hope and fear overtakes us, we must let 

go and let God!

At the heart of these symbols is the empty cross.
· They were more deeply immersed in Jesus than ever.

· Jesus appeared differently for each follower. They each saw Him differently:

- in a garden

- in the breaking of bread

- in the wounds

What happened here is that transformation took place for Jesus and each individual

follower.  The real lesson of the resurrection may be its strangest, strongest one. 

When Jesus died, hope died.  The followers of Jesus grieved deeply.  The public was

scandalized.  The leaders said good riddance to a troublemaker.  The entire

enterprise collapsed!

But in the end, new life overtook the failure and proved to be stronger than any fear

and bewilderment that those early woman followers of Jesus experienced in the early

morning of that first Easter!

THANKS BE TO GOD!
PRAYER FOR EASTER EVENING

O Lord Jesus Christ, who on the evening of that first Easter Day appeared to your
disciples when they were afraid, and you spoke to them your word of peace:
Grant to us, your servants, that same holy peace, that we may walk henceforth in
the light of your presence and know the power of your risen life, until we come to
the joy of your everlasting kingdom.  AMEN.


