
Sermon for Sunday February 7th, 2021 
by The Rev. Canon Milton J. Barry 
 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany – Gospel Reading: Mark 1: 29-39 
 
 
In the early days of Jesus' ministry, he is thrust into handling sickness and death rather 
than his preferred inclination to want to teach and to encourage life changes.  All these 
healing miracles, as recorded by Mark, leave many of you uncomfortable.  Do miracles 
happen anymore?  I have heard your questions and frustrations with stories of healing 
and the raising of the dead. 
 
A lot of that frustration and questioning is rooted in the modern culture of “we live in a 
closed universe”.  Our culture says “there are no intrusions from outside our known 
world”. 
 
You and I live in such a cause-and-effect world.  If you do this, the outcome will be 
that.  The answers to our illnesses, our anxieties, and our problems are right here 
within human resourcefulness.  With such a world view, it would appear that you and I 
are the sole “actors” in the universe.  The culture has removed what I call the “God 
hypothesis”.  This, of course, leads to living life the way you want to live it, with little 
thought given to the common good and to a universal code of truth-telling, justice-
seeking, and ethical behavior. 
 
If you can convince yourself that your efforts and actions are the only significant ones, 
then you begin to believe you can run your own life, and if you are ambitious enough, 
the life of others, without reference to any “outside code of conduct”. 
 
But here is the key question for those of us who have read Mark's gospel today: what 
if the Holy One of God, Jesus, intrudes into our settled, closed, modern culture – what 
happens then? 
 
My suggestion / advice today is that you lay aside your reservations about the healing 
stories of Jesus and then to simply admit there are limitations to modern ways of 
“knowing”.  Mark, the gospel writer, and Milton, the 21st century preacher, invite you to 
admit to human limitations and to imagine that Jesus can and does intrude into our 
world.  How and when is a mystery.  God's intrusions always preserve His greatest gift 
to you, which is your ability to choose, to give and to receive love. 
 
The problem with the “Enlightenment” is the notion that there can be knowledge 
without “faith”.  This is actually impossible because everything we know and every new 
learning depends upon “faith” in one form or another. 
 
If you and I are learning anything in this great corona-virus pandemic, it ought to be 
this:  I can only live well in knowing and trusting that there is a power greater than my 



own and a power greater than human resourcefulness.  So then back to the writings of 
Paul:  “And now faith, hope and love abide, these three, and the greatest of these is 
love”. 
 
 
 
PRAYER: 
 
Lord Jesus, open our eyes to your miraculous intrusions among us, and then give us 
the courage to accept that we have limitations and to remain open to your disruptive 
intrusions into our modern and sophisticated world.  Help us to accept a Jesus who is 
miraculous and powerful as well as gentle and loving.  AMEN 
 
 
 
THE SERENITY PRAYER (original version) 
by Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-1971)  
 
God, give us grace to accept with serenity the things that cannot be changed, 
courage to chance the things which should be changed, 
and the wisdom to distinguish the one from the other. 
 
Living one day at a time, 
Enjoying one moment at a time, 
Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace, 
Taking, as Jesus did, 
This sinful world as it is, 
Not as I would have it, 
Trusting that you will make all things right, 
If I surrender to your will, 
So that I may be reasonably happy in this life, 
And supremely happy with you forever in the next. 


